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Japan Steps Offshore

apan’s first semi-offshore wind tur- the use of space around port and harbour areas for wind power generation. The Ministry of

bines are scheduled to go into com-  Land, Infrastructure and Transport and the Harbour Bureau recently invited over 200 people
mercial operation next January at toa meeting to discuss how wind power could be introduced, and confirmed their goal to see
Sakata in the northern Yamagata projects starting up around 2005.
region. The project will consist of eight ahigen) Yasu
Vestas V80 2 MW turbines, five of which
are being constructed in the sea, but pro-
tected by a breakwater.

The developers are the Sumitomo
Corporation, who won a competitive bid
initiated by Tohoku Electric Power earli-
er this year. A further offshore project,
being promoted by the local authority in
Hokkaido region, is scheduled to go
ahead in 2004.

Apart from these private sector develop-
ments, Japanese government depart-
ments are also showing an interest in

Installing Japan's first turbines in the sea
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